
 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

“Dream Big, Never Give Up”, Anil Agarwal exhorts students at Oxford Union 

June 13, 2022, New Delhi/ London: In an inspiring interaction with students at the Oxford 

Union, Anil Agarwal, Chairman of Vedanta Group, world’s leading natural resources 

conglomerate, motivated them to dream big as he shared important learnings from his  

entrepreneurial journey.  He is the first Indian Business Founder to speak at one of the world’s 

foremost debating societies. 

Sharing his experiences, Mr. Agarwal, who is a first-generation entrepreneur hailing from a 

small village in Bihar and is now based in London, told students that success and setbacks are 

part and parcel of life, and his biggest learning is to never stop trying. 

Speaking at the forum, Anil Agarwal said, “Growing up, I only knew two words in English, 

‘yes’, and ‘no’. I would use the Oxford Dictionary to translate words from Hindi to English, and 

never got the opportunity to study at a university. Speaking at the Oxford Union gave me the 

chance to interact with future leaders of our world and I sincerely hope I was able to inspire 

them with my words because their convictions in their aspirations certainly motivated me.” 

The Oxford University has been the top educational institution with legacy of over 900 years 

and has produced some of the finest world leaders. 

“My journey from a small village in Bihar to London Stock Exchange has been one filled with 

many learnings, lots of hard work, and self-belief. My advice to the students was simple: be 

fearless (because luck favours the brave), be humble (because growth happens when you look 

inwards), and be flexible (because there is no substitute for hard work). The amalgamation of 

youth and #tech will lead the world to a newer order”, he asserted. 

Vedanta’s Chairman strongly believes that the youth is the future and through his talk he 

encouraged the youngsters to work hard and follow a 3 pillar framework – To be Fearless, 

Humble and Flexible. 

Vedanta Chairman Anil Agarwal has pledged to give 75 percent of his wealth towards 

philanthropy and social good. He recently joined The Giving Pledge, a movement of global 

philanthropists who commit to giving the majority of their wealth to philanthropy or 

charitable causes. In line with its mission to support startups, Vedanta, has launched Spark 

2.0, a Global Corporate Open Innovation and Accelerator program that aims to enable startups 

that leverage transformative & sustainable technologies to create large-scale impact. 



 

 

 
About Vedanta Limited: 
Vedanta Limited, a subsidiary of Vedanta Resources Limited, is one of the world’s leading Oil 
& Gas and Metals company with significant operations in Oil & Gas, Zinc, Lead, Silver, Copper, 
Iron Ore, Steel, and Aluminium & Power across India, South Africa and Namibia. For two 
decades, Vedanta has been contributing significantly to nation building. Governance and 
sustainable development are at the core of Vedanta's strategy, with a strong focus on health, 
safety, and environment. Vedanta has put in place a comprehensive framework to be the ESG 
leader in the natural resources sector. Vedanta is committed to reducing carbon emissions to 
zero by 2050 or sooner and has pledged $5 billion over the next 10 years to accelerate the 
transition to net zero operations. Giving back is in the DNA of Vedanta, which is focused on 
enhancing the lives of local communities. The company’s flagship social impact program, Nand 
Ghars, have been set up as model anganwadis focused on eradicating child malnutrition, 
providing education, healthcare, and empowering women with skill development. Under the 
aegis of the Anil Agarwal Foundation, the umbrella entity for Vedanta’s social initiatives, the 
Vedanta group has pledged Rs 5000 crore over the next five years on social impact programs 
with a thrust on nutrition, women & child development, healthcare, animal welfare, and grass-
root level sports. Vedanta and the group companies company have been featured in Dow 
Jones Sustainability Index 2020, and was conferred Frost & Sullivan Sustainability Awards 
2020, CII Environmental Best Practices Award 2020, CSR Health Impact Award 2020, CII 
National Award 2020 for Excellence in Water Management, CII Digital Transformation Award 
2020, ICSI National Award 2020 for excellence in Corporate Governance, People First HR 
Excellence Award 2020, ‘Company with Great Managers 2020’ by People Business and 
certified as a Great Place to Work 2021. Vedanta’s flagship Nand Ghar Project was identified 
as best CSR project by Government of Rajasthan. Vedanta Limited is listed on the Bombay 
Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange.  
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Disclaimer 
This press release contains “forward-looking statements” – that is, statements related to 
future, not past, events. In this context, forward-looking statements often address our 
expected future business and financial performance, and often contain words such as 
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“expects,” “anticipates,” “intends,” “plans,” “believes,” “seeks,” “should” or “will.” Forward–
looking statements by their nature address matters that are, to different degrees, uncertain. 
For us, uncertainties arise from the behaviour of financial and metals markets including the 
London Metal Exchange, fluctuations in interest and or exchange rates and metal prices; from 
future integration of acquired businesses; and from numerous other matters of national, 
regional, and global scale, including those of a political, economic, business, competitive or 
regulatory nature. These uncertainties may cause our actual future results to be materially 
different that those expressed in our forward-looking statements. We do not undertake to 
update our forward-looking statements. 
 
For any media queries, please contact:  
Ms. Ritu Jhingon, Group Director – Communications, Ritu.Jhingon@vedanta.co.in 
Mr. Sudeep Mishra, Group Head – Strategic Communications, Sudeep.Mishra@cairnindia.com 
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