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For Immediate Release: 

 

Vedanta launches ‘Project Nandghar’ In Varanasi; to roll out 4,000 

in India 

 

• Hon’ble Union Minister for Human Resource Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin 

Irani dedicated Nandghar to the nation 

• Committed to the Prime Minister’s vision of eradicating child malnutrition and 

providing education as well as empowering women through skill development 

 In a first of its kind partnership, Vedanta to modernize the Anganwadi 

structure in the country 

 

Hon’ble Union Minister for Human Resource Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani 

inaugurates Vedanta’s Project Nandghar at Nagepur village near Varanasi   
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Varanasi, April 14, 2016: Vedanta Limited, a diversified natural resources company 

launched its ‘Project Nandghar’ today at Nagepur- the village near Varanasi adopted by 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi under Sansad Adarsh Gram Yojana. Hon’ble Union 

Minister for Human Resource Development, Smt. Smriti Zubin Irani dedicated the 

Nandghar to nation. In one of its kind partnership with the Union Ministry for Women and 

Child Development, the company will roll out 4,000 such model Anganwadis across the 

country, in the next two years. 

 

A service delivery unit established under the Integrated Child Development Scheme 

(ICDS) by the Government of India, the Nandghar is an extension of the existing 

Anganwadi initiative. Vedanta is committed to nation-building through child development 

and nutrition.  

 

Vedanta has joined hands with the Government of India to transform Early Childhood Care 

and Education Centres, Anganwadis, in India. We have embarked on an ambitious goal to 

create a network of 4000 modern Anganwadis in India which will be known as 

“Nandghars”.  

 

On this occasion, Union HRD Minister Smt Smriti Zubin Irani said that Anganwadi 

nourishes future of the country and it is heartening to know that the children - the future of 

our country will be polished at Vedanta’s Nandghar via use of latest technology. While 

terming the Nandghar at the Prime Minister's Model Village as a unique initiative, she 

congratulated Vedanta for it. 

 

"It is an important day for the country today as we are celebrating the birth 

anniversary of Baba Saheb Ambedkar. Inauguration of first Nandghar on this day is 

also a milestone event. Very soon, 4000 more Nandghars will be constructed and 

contribute in shaping up the future. "Baba Saheb provided us the constitution to 
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protect our future and these Nandghars will protect future via better education and 

health for children and women empowerment through skill development via use of 

technology." 

 

“The Nandghar project aligns with the Honorable Prime Minister’s vision and 

commitment to providing quality education for children and job creation through 

skill development for women, across the country. The ‘Nandghar’ will be a game 

changer for poverty alleviation by delivering long term benefits to communities 

through interactive learning, healthcare and skills training in a world class 

infrastructure,” said Mr. Anil Agarwal, Chairman, Vedanta. 

 

The Nandghars are in line with Prime Minister of India’s vision of social development 

through initiatives such as Digital India, Swachh Bharat and Skilling India. The Nandghar 

will use state of art construction technology and has added benefits of round the clock 

electricity through Solar panels, e-learning in a stimulating environment, clean drinking 

water through RO purifiers and primary healthcare through mobile medical units.  

The Nandghars will run as children’s education and health centre in the morning and train 

women in vocational skills in the second half. This will be a revolutionary measure to 

eradicate malnutrition in children and create women entrepreneurs across India. An 

estimated 25 lakh community members children will benefit through this project each year. 

These centers are proposed to be run as a shared space in which 50% of the time will be 

devoted to children’s education and the remaining half will support women’s skill 

development.  ‘Building as a Learning Aid’ a concept piloted by UNICEF, which will 

feature learning concepts embedded within the structure, will attempt to increase 

attendance of children.  

 

Vedanta’s philanthropic arm, Vedanta Foundation –has already collaborated with over 

3000 Anganwadi Centers in Rajasthan and Odisha by supplementing the services of the 
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government and addressing the nutrition and as well as the educational needs of over 1 lakh 

children. This number is set to rise in the years to come. 

 

***** 

 

About Vedanta Limited (Formerly Sesa Sterlite Limited.) 

Vedanta Limited is a diversified natural resources company, whose business primarily involves producing 

oil & gas, zinc - lead - silver, copper, iron ore, aluminium and commercial power. The company has a 

presence across India, South Africa, Namibia, Australia, Ireland and Liberia. 

Vedanta Limited is the Indian subsidiary of Vedanta Resources Plc, a London-listed company. Governance 

and Sustainable Development are at the core of Vedanta's strategy, with a strong focus on health, safety 

and environment and on enhancing the lives of local communities. The company is conferred with the 

Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) ‘Sustainable Plus Platinum label’, ranking among the top 10 most 

sustainable companies in India 

Vedanta Limited is listed on the Bombay Stock Exchange and the National Stock Exchange in India and 

has ADRs listed on the New York Stock Exchange. 

For more information please log on to www.vedantalimited.com 

 

For further information, please contact: 

 

Roma Balwani 

President - Group Communications, Sustainability & CSR 

Tel: +91 22 6646 1000 

gc@vedanta.co.in 

 

 

Disclaimer 

This press release contains “forward-looking statements” – that is, statements related to future, not past, 

events. In this context, forward-looking statements often address our expected future business and financial 

performance, and often contain words such as “expects,” “anticipates,” “intends,” “plans,” “believes,” “seeks,” 
“should” or “will.” Forward–looking statements by their nature address matters that are, to different degrees, 

uncertain. For us, uncertainties arise from the behaviour of financial and metals markets including the 

London Metal Exchange, fluctuations in interest and or exchange rates and metal prices; from future 

integration of acquired businesses; and from numerous other matters of national, regional and global scale, 

including those of a political, economic, business, competitive or regulatory nature. These uncertainties 

may cause our actual future results to be materially different that those expressed in our forward-looking 

statements. We do not undertake to update our forward-looking statements. 
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