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Vedanta Harnesses Sports to Transform 3 Lakh Lives 

New Delhi, 28 August 2025: On National Sports Day, Vedanta Limited (NSE: VEDL), India’s 

leading critical minerals, energy transition metals, energy, and technology conglomerate, 

reaffirmed its commitment to this year’s theme “Levelling the Playing Field: Sport for Social 

Inclusion,” by empowering nearly 3 lakh lives through transformative sports initiatives in FY25. 

The initiatives span football, archery, hockey, marathons, squash, karate, padel and para-sports, 

making it one of India’s largest corporate-led grassroots sports movements. 

Vedanta’s sports vision is to champion India’s sporting transformation by empowering 

communities and enabling global podium success. Through strategic investments in 

infrastructure, coaching, and community engagement, Vedanta is building a robust sporting 

ecosystem that nurtures grassroots talent. The company empowers them through holistic 

development, fostering discipline, education, and opening pathways to progress to both national 

and international platforms. 

Football has become a launchpad for young footballers in states like Goa and Rajasthan with 

Sesa Football Academy (SFA) and Zinc Football Academy (ZFA). Since its inception in 1999, 

SFA has nurtured over 8,000 students and produced more than 230 professional footballers, 

including national team stars like Adil Khan and Denzil Franco. Since 2017, SFA has also been 

continuously supporting the Vedanta Women’s League (VWL) in Goa, providing the largest 

platform for more than 1,400 women footballers. Over the years, 12 SFA players have 

represented India internationally, with the latest being Pearl Fernandes, who progressed through 

the ranks of the Vedanta Women’s League before earning her place in the Indian squad for the 

South Asian Football Federation (SAFF) U-17 Championship in Bhutan. 

Mohammed Kaif and Prem Hansdak from Zinc Football Academy have represented India in SAFF 

U-17 and Asian Football Confederation (AFC) Asian Cup qualifiers. A highlight of this academy 

is its recent launch of the Zinc Football Girls Academy at Zawar, Udaipur, in partnership with All 

India Football Federation (AIFF). As one of India’s first residential football academies for girls, the 

facility is equipped with advanced F-Cube training technology and has inducted 20 under-15 

players from five states.  

Players from both these academies have been signed by Indian Super League (ISL) clubs 

including Hyderabad FC, Mohun Bagan Super Giants, etc.  

Beyond football, Vedanta is nurturing grassroots talent in archery, athletics, and karate, training 

over 300 tribal youth in Odisha’s Kalahandi with 110 children currently receiving professional 

coaching. Among them, Sanjay Majhi made history by winning Odisha’s first national-level 

individual archery medal in over two decades at the NTPC Senior Nationals 2024. “My coach 

Simanchal Kadraka is a national level archer himself. Additionally, Vedanta Archery Training 

Initiative has held my hand since the beginning, helping me with everything from sports equipment 

to my diet.”, said Sanjay Majhi. (See Sanjay Majhi’s video here: https://youtu.be/TOWsU9Jfczs) 

In Jharkhand, Vedanta ESL Steel’s academy supports 50 young archers who have won over 50 

medals, including standout performances by Aarti Kumari (triple gold, recognized by the Olympic 

Archery Association), Kritika Kumari, and Gayatri Majhi at national tournaments. 

Supported by Vedanta Sesa Goa, Sakshi Kale - Goa’s first para-athlete, became the first-ever 

gold and silver medalist from Goa at Para Khelo India Games and also represented India at the 
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World Para Athletics Grand Prix in Paris. Extending support to underprivileged, the company 

provides free squash training for 20 kids in Dharavi, Mumbai, one of the largest slums in the world.  

Vedanta champions the #RunForZeroHunger campaign by supporting marathons across Delhi, 

Jaipur, Udaipur, Mumbai and Bangalore. Through this initiative, every kilometre run, translates 

into nutrition for a child at Nand Ghar, Vedanta’s flagship social impact project that is transforming 

Anganwadis into modern childcare centres.  

Alongside grassroots sports development, Vedanta is also investing in professional and emerging 

sports. The company owns Vedanta Kalinga Lancers, Odisha’s premier hockey team, 

underscoring support for India’s national game.  In the 2024–25 season of the Hockey India 

League, the team scored the highest number of goals, with star forward Thierry Brinkman 

emerging as the top scorer.  

Vedanta has also recently debuted in the World Padel League with the launch of its padel team, 

Vedanta Leopards, which finished as runners-up in their inaugural season.  

As India pays tribute to its sporting heroes on National Sports Day, Vedanta’s grassroots-to-global 
sports initiatives showcase how corporate commitment can drive impact at scale from enabling 
grassroots participation and promoting gender inclusion to investing in professional and global 
sports that reflect the aspirations of a young nation. 

About Vedanta Limited  

Vedanta Group is a global leader in critical minerals, transition metals, energy, and technology, with operations spanning India, South 

Africa, Namibia, Liberia, UAE, Saudi Arabia, Korea, Taiwan, and Japan. As the world’s largest integrated producer of zinc, the fourth-

largest global producer of silver, and one of the top producers of aluminium globally, Vedanta plays a pivotal role in the global supply 

of essential materials for the energy transition. The Company is also India’s only private oil and gas producer and one of the largest 

private power producers. A global ESG champion, Vedanta is committed to achieving net-zero emissions by 2050 or sooner. Through 

its transformative social impact initiatives, the company has improved the lives of nearly 7 million people in underserved regions. For 

more information, please visit www.vedantalimited.com  

For any media queries, please contact:  
Sonal Choithani  
Chief Brand & Communications Officer, Vedanta Group 
Sonal.Choithani@vedanta.co.in  
gc@vedanta.co.in  

Disclaimer: This press release contains “forward-looking statements” – that is, statements related to future, not past, events. In this 

context, forward-looking statements often address our expected future business and financial performance, and often contain words 

such as “expects,” “anticipates,” “intends,” “plans,” “believes,” “seeks,” “should” or “will.” Forward-looking statements by their nature 

address matters that are, to different degrees, uncertain. For us, uncertainties arise from the behaviour of financial and metals markets 

including the London Metal Exchange, fluctuations in interest and or exchange rates and metal prices; from future integration of 

acquired businesses; and from numerous other matters of national, regional, and global scale, including those of a political, economic, 

business, competitive or regulatory nature. These uncertainties may cause our actual future results to be materially different than 

those expressed in our forward-looking statements. We do not undertake to update our forward-looking statements. 
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