Hindustan Zinc Ltd eyes metal
recovery from waste of mined ores
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Hindustan Zinc Limited
(HZL), India’s largest zinc-
lead-silver producer, will re-
cover zinc and silver from
historic tailings and trans-
form them for clean energy
and infrastructure
development.

This will be done through
the country’s first largescale
zinc tailing reprocessing
plant that HZL is setting up
at Rampura Agucha in Ra-
jasthan.

Historic tailings are waste
minerals that remain after
valuable components are ex-
tracted from the mined ore.

The board of the Vedanta
group-owned firm approved
the setting up the plant last
month with an outlay of
X3,823 crore. Itwill have a 10
million  tonne  annual

capacity.

HZL CEO Arun Mishra
said in a statement: “For a
mineral-rich country like In-
dia, mining waste is not an
end-point. It is the next
frontier.”

LOWERING IMPORTS
Zinc is a critical enabler of
steel, infrastructure, and
clean energy technologies.
“But if India systematic-
ally recovers copper, cad-
mium, cobalt and rare earths
from mine tailings, we could

drastically cut import de-
pendence, secure raw mater-
ials for Make in India and
even emerge as an exportet,”
said the company’s CEO.

Mishra said the develop-
ment was not just about
company balance sheets; it is
about building national resi-
lience in the age of clean en-
ergy and technology compet-
ition.

“Mining waste is no longer
waste. Itisaresource waiting
to be unlocked,” he said.

Experts, pointing to re-
search and emerging initiat-
ives, said that India could be
close to critical mineral self-
reliance if it begins harness-
ing the untapped potential of
mining waste.

The demand for zinc, sil-
ver, copper, cobalt, nickel
and rare earths is projected
to increase manifold in the
years to come as the clean
energy transition
accelerates.



