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Women power world’s
second-largest alumina
refinery run by Vedanta in
Odisha

Hundreds of young women from villages across Kalahandi and
Rayagada stepped into professional roles at Vedanta Aluminium

By Our Bureau
Updated - March 05, 2026 at 06:13 PM. | Mumbai

Priyanka Mahakhud at Vedanta’s alumina refinery at Lanjigarh, Odisha
Advertisement

Priyvanka Mahakhud, born and raised in Lanjigarh, a village in the inte-
rior of Odisha, never imagined that she will one day manage the
Distributed Control System, the nerve centre of the world’s second-
largest alumina refinery, run by Vedanta, with 5 million tonne per an-
num (mtpa) capacity.

@

As a Control Room Operator, Priyanka monitors vital process parame-
ters such as temperature, pressure, flow and levels thr A :al-time
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digital systems. The role requires precision, analytical thinking, quick
decision-making and close coordination with field operators and
process controllers, especially during starting up, shutdowns and emer-
gency situations.

Mahakhud is the first girl in her family to have studied at DAV Vedanta
International School — the only English medium school in the area —
and moved to Bhubaneswar to pursue B.Sc (Hons) in Zoology from
Maharishi College of Natural Law. She is currently pursuing post-gradu-
ation in Biotechnology through distance learning, balancing both stud-
ies and a demanding technical role at the company.

Mahakhud is among hundreds of young women from villages across
Kalahandi and Rayagada who have completed their post-graduation and
stepped into professional roles at Vedanta Aluminium.

Setting an example

She has paved the way for other women in her family as well as the soci-
ety to not only pursue higher studies but also go for professional ambi-
tion. Today, her sister is pursuing law in Cuttack and her brother is
studying engineering in Bhubaneswar.

Mahakhud's presence in a core production control room reflects a quiet
but significant shift. In a sector traditionally dominated by men, more
women from local communities are stepping into roles that come with
higher responsibilities, backed by education, training and opportunity.

Stories like Mahakhud's underline how schooling and skill development
can help youths careers in the same ecosystem.

From a student in Lanjigarh’s school to operating the refinery’s central
control systems, her journey demonstrates how opportunity, when cre-
ated locally, can empower women to contribute directly to industrial
growth and community progress.

Through a sustained focus on education and inclusive employment, Advertisement
Vedanta Aluminium is not only ensuring young women in Lanjigarh
dream big, but also achieve them.

COMMENTS

Published on March 5, 2026

AN

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/women-power-worlds-second-largest-alumina-refinery-run-by-vedanta-in-odisha/article7070681...  2/8


https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=https://www.thehindubusinessline.com&_ptid=%7Bkpdx%7DAAAAs8hNPpXzdAoKU0ZPN0I0emxwdRIQbW1lZm52dmF5aGZqcXp2MRoMRVhBQkYzWlE5NE4zIiUxODA3NnRvMGJjLTAwMDAzNzYxaGQ2ZG83b2YzODVvN2tnbmEwKhpzaG93VGVtcGxhdGU4S1NOSjNRT0dSSlU1MTABOgxPVFFWTFROU0k3VDdSEnYtdQDwGmptdnRpOWt1aloPMTAzLjEwNC4yMjQuMjUwYgNkd2NomeWuzQZwCHgE
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstvMMRYKAYIEHByWbCpvPSkCpjkd2bXUJWncPeIFTp8u9QVhyL13fo1_wYLahN2rpNSpcyVorAUgraBdE5hZOUdjANTL-GkXGKFE8uM4WfFFz49HSZBlsar0Vg6upTNOG6w1GXdXgD3uECb-JqK6RS9_TffHi6jUVIkbgtTr--SdluEiVDaCdZx7nsv1mkBHhGN1RiNdHlnVAybjqSz3qwU32aVT4V6Tcizb6_pBevMWA7hpp9gqmi1XDmwuy-xtw2wo1tforFZoY0G-Yh9q_NKG5w2SQLyYpwvBGNOKJo-Y6S92rr9LABRHjyA6MJoSHTL3IL26LzfcCnTFHfCxbZSPqGCKUC2CbQ-wbgU-RaDcdm9FOnAN_vtYQdzlnKRAZ2VuMVWSWnqsUXjykc9OgiO8PPHvBg&sai=AMfl-YS4rNKkvUpc7nGbJR7baeYWGkpjHN2WZNM76iLAfn8WXc3WtdkC9tEMhpqHFLcMopjuESWTSNHTooKO2bdKqrrf5LEgdI2CWGh2-NBIPDBJsldXrq7MRHt9jf3oQEEaiVJDHK89A3zE-u9iUN5oJ15bL-6vfXZdu9pvqwiroT_0zdKt31ZLZ5tvm41PHMahJIOCCM5BO95ccVZhrLbfWPs6oebqsvzhSqkeJGAGYOb86eKsjErszDh14dHqaEt6KtuDYdUduNMd7dQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPyKp1s8FoZl&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.assetmanagement.hsbc.co.in/en/mutual-funds/retiretomore%3Fcid%3DHBIN:NEHAL:11:O1:AMG:L6:XXL:XTR:0:FU:13:1225:1521:NO_NEINR41
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstvMMRYKAYIEHByWbCpvPSkCpjkd2bXUJWncPeIFTp8u9QVhyL13fo1_wYLahN2rpNSpcyVorAUgraBdE5hZOUdjANTL-GkXGKFE8uM4WfFFz49HSZBlsar0Vg6upTNOG6w1GXdXgD3uECb-JqK6RS9_TffHi6jUVIkbgtTr--SdluEiVDaCdZx7nsv1mkBHhGN1RiNdHlnVAybjqSz3qwU32aVT4V6Tcizb6_pBevMWA7hpp9gqmi1XDmwuy-xtw2wo1tforFZoY0G-Yh9q_NKG5w2SQLyYpwvBGNOKJo-Y6S92rr9LABRHjyA6MJoSHTL3IL26LzfcCnTFHfCxbZSPqGCKUC2CbQ-wbgU-RaDcdm9FOnAN_vtYQdzlnKRAZ2VuMVWSWnqsUXjykc9OgiO8PPHvBg&sai=AMfl-YS4rNKkvUpc7nGbJR7baeYWGkpjHN2WZNM76iLAfn8WXc3WtdkC9tEMhpqHFLcMopjuESWTSNHTooKO2bdKqrrf5LEgdI2CWGh2-NBIPDBJsldXrq7MRHt9jf3oQEEaiVJDHK89A3zE-u9iUN5oJ15bL-6vfXZdu9pvqwiroT_0zdKt31ZLZ5tvm41PHMahJIOCCM5BO95ccVZhrLbfWPs6oebqsvzhSqkeJGAGYOb86eKsjErszDh14dHqaEt6KtuDYdUduNMd7dQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPyKp1s8FoZl&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.assetmanagement.hsbc.co.in/en/mutual-funds/retiretomore%3Fcid%3DHBIN:NEHAL:11:O1:AMG:L6:XXL:XTR:0:FU:13:1225:1521:NO_NEINR41

