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The remarks come amid rising geopolitical tensions, particularly in West Asia, which have
underscored the strategic importance of energy and mineral security. 
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Anil Agarwal, Chairman of , has called for urgent reforms in India’s
mining sector, flagging structural bottlenecks that continue to delay the
operationalisation of auctioned blocks, even as global uncertainties heighten
concerns around resource security. 

Vedanta 

In a post on X, Agarwal said nearly 85% of mining blocks auctioned over the past
decade remain non-operational, with only 82 out of 592 currently producing
output. He noted that this comes at a time when about 50% of India’s $400 billion
import bill is driven by dependence on imported natural resources. 

 

3/23/26, 11:40 AM Only 82 of 592 mining blocks operational; Anil Agarwal flags import dependence amid geopolitical risks

https://www.fortuneindia.com/business-news/only-82-of-592-mining-blocks-operational-anil-agarwal-flags-import-dependence-amid-geopolitical-ri… 2/11

https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/subscription
https://www.fortuneindia.com/companies/vedanta-ltd
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsueiw8psBKk2xFDsbIbV02kUn1pWi_SeJfGPfTZ8T2zqqfoA8p-sbLJqEiFUvboGVDnIvtO1bJASEfEtudr98gEA3PLQztJwZ3pifz1M-bJtfc6B12wxtonjxZ-11TvoeMwdfLTjoLhnalTwluvazY1bzYlPrx4twXyRVgsnd_noCmv-Fx8j7Or5_bIsDlE7nRUuYeaOI1RyBWXlWlaUp5oLAqtIXjM28bVtK_umjZw78TNAO4KzCqCSbWUHU_VlBRbRloyExf13_hACpRCyfQhIA2sFozTPZwVpAVClkwDb29tUl6Ga7MAtzpO8emy8l-yP-oAT-m04wQXIi72l8w-zcjaOdxFLVq23eJCjt4KQs6PG8uGoiFbiWmSf_tCgyRWUrkx-3f1Zg-h61posRBoEOl1_OuNSf7NhKtMW0YC_sBbk5CnQB3F-a--ClIW68q26KL7_chAbe5iWYPh5COEm-_u&sai=AMfl-YRJwDFtvTdJv_yzt5d6q9lJlEaN7ltNynjJbVlQLewlilk8Jr1L1Q0_RkfSfruI40Z6Fj2izaWS0WIzag8Q5FmJuT5wvHmxB5nPLn43PT5pXPEg5AuwK2g7t9PCo5cp_bPVtRuhDCiKcHQfmxdexTEhZHsoX65pSiMK1OpGhJv4svlnu33Scf4o0-lgRRQuYkBg3saaL-FylvTMJet0UzrC30bHv_YDv34kuQA8liKsermoSikqkx4lcIeY_AAI7-BKoWc08omMVk6CyXwl4_YVXQrpmV29lRdBOp6caI5jwboAKO9Yfg7gGkSBdbKyiE6Bzq3twA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHYTqdbn0V6e&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://emagazine.fortuneindia.com/&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsueiw8psBKk2xFDsbIbV02kUn1pWi_SeJfGPfTZ8T2zqqfoA8p-sbLJqEiFUvboGVDnIvtO1bJASEfEtudr98gEA3PLQztJwZ3pifz1M-bJtfc6B12wxtonjxZ-11TvoeMwdfLTjoLhnalTwluvazY1bzYlPrx4twXyRVgsnd_noCmv-Fx8j7Or5_bIsDlE7nRUuYeaOI1RyBWXlWlaUp5oLAqtIXjM28bVtK_umjZw78TNAO4KzCqCSbWUHU_VlBRbRloyExf13_hACpRCyfQhIA2sFozTPZwVpAVClkwDb29tUl6Ga7MAtzpO8emy8l-yP-oAT-m04wQXIi72l8w-zcjaOdxFLVq23eJCjt4KQs6PG8uGoiFbiWmSf_tCgyRWUrkx-3f1Zg-h61posRBoEOl1_OuNSf7NhKtMW0YC_sBbk5CnQB3F-a--ClIW68q26KL7_chAbe5iWYPh5COEm-_u&sai=AMfl-YRJwDFtvTdJv_yzt5d6q9lJlEaN7ltNynjJbVlQLewlilk8Jr1L1Q0_RkfSfruI40Z6Fj2izaWS0WIzag8Q5FmJuT5wvHmxB5nPLn43PT5pXPEg5AuwK2g7t9PCo5cp_bPVtRuhDCiKcHQfmxdexTEhZHsoX65pSiMK1OpGhJv4svlnu33Scf4o0-lgRRQuYkBg3saaL-FylvTMJet0UzrC30bHv_YDv34kuQA8liKsermoSikqkx4lcIeY_AAI7-BKoWc08omMVk6CyXwl4_YVXQrpmV29lRdBOp6caI5jwboAKO9Yfg7gGkSBdbKyiE6Bzq3twA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHYTqdbn0V6e&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://emagazine.fortuneindia.com/&nm=1


Anil Agarwal
@AnilAgarwal_Ved · Follow

Did you know that 85% of the mining blocks auctioned in the last ten years are not 
operational? Only 82 out of 592 are producing output. And this is at a time when 
50% of our total import bill worth $400 billion is on account of resources from 
below-the-ground. This creates jobs Show more

Agarwal identifies three key bottlenecks

“This creates jobs in other countries. We should create them here,” he said,
questioning why a large number of blocks remain idle despite being auctioned. 

Agarwal identified three key bottlenecks—land acquisition challenges, delays in
environmental and forest clearances, and high premiums that render some
mines commercially unviable—as the primary reasons for the slow pace of
operationalisation. 
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The remarks come amid rising geopolitical tensions, particularly in West Asia,
which have underscored the strategic importance of energy and mineral
security. 

Calling for immediate policy intervention, Agarwal stressed that faster post-
auction execution is critical. “At a time of global crisis, energy and mineral
security are a strategic imperative. After auction, work must
start immediately on the ground,” he said. 
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He recommended a technology-enabled system for land acquisition, enabling
direct transfer of payments to landowners, and suggested that public hearings
may not be necessary in most cases. Agarwal also advocated for a shift towards
self-certification and trust-based regulatory approvals to expedite clearances. 
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Further, he urged the government to cap mining premiums at 60% to ensure
commercial viability of projects. 

Highlighting the sector’s potential, Agarwal said India could emerge as a global
hub for minerals, metals and hydrocarbons, with mining acting as a catalyst for
employment generation, particularly for women. 

Reiterating confidence in the government’s facilitative approach, he called for
collective action to unlock the sector’s potential and advance the vision of a self-
reliant India. 
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