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Vedanta’s Anil Agarwal flags land, clearances, high
premiums as key hurdles to mine

operationalisation

Synopsis
Vedanta Chairman Anil Agarwal points to land acquisition issues, delayed clearances,
and high mining premiums as major hurdles. He urges faster execution of auctioned
mines to boost India's energy and mineral security. Agarwal suggests technology for
land payments and streamlined approvals.

Anil Agarwal, chairman of Vedanta

Ltd, has flagged land acquisition

challenges, delays in environmental

and forest clearances, and high mining

premiums as the three key bottlenecks

hindering the operationalisation of

auctioned mines, urging faster post-

auction execution to strengthen India’s

energy and mineral security.

His remarks come against the backdrop of rising global uncertainties and

heightened tensions in West Asia.

Agarwal called for immediate policy interventions to boost domestic

production and reduce reliance on imports. He noted that nearly 85% of

mining blocks auctioned over the past decade remain non-operational, with

only 82 out of 592 blocks currently producing.

Listen to this article in summarized format
Listen

ET Online

IRFC Share Price 94.69 -36.6%

03:59 PM | 20 Mar 2026 -0.36(-0.37%)
Upside

Suzlon Energy
Share Price

41.95 50.2%

03:59 PM | 20 Mar 2026 0.86(2.1%)
Upside

IREDA Share Price 116.37 54.7%

03:59 PM | 20 Mar 2026 -0.21(-0.19%)
Upside

Tata Motors PV
Share Price

314.1 26.2%

03:59 PM | 20 Mar 2026 4.81(1.56%)
Upside

YES Bank Share
Price

18.58 7.1%

03:59 PM | 20 Mar 2026 0.19(1.04%)
Upside

Load more..

Most Searched Stocks

FOLLOW US SAVE PRINT
ET Online Last Updated: Mar 20, 2026, 03:27:00 PM IST

SHARE FONT SIZE COMMENT

1

Industry
 | Today's ePaperEnglish Edition

My Watchlist Subscribe Sign In

FInancial Year End Offer 

LIVEBENCHMARKS

Nifty 22,544.55 -569.96 INVEST NOWMotilal Oswal Midcap F…
★★★★★FEATURED FUNDS 5Y RETURN

22.19 %
Search Stock Quotes, News, Mutual Funds and more

3/23/26, 11:33 AM Vedanta’s Anil Agarwal flags land, clearances, high premiums as key hurdles to mine operationalisation - The Economic Times

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/metals-mining/vedantas-anil-agarwal-flags-land-clearances-high-premiums-as-key-… 1/7

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstkJRmH9EHSz5fDkt9ehQ6IrHqQwCqweNibiOPYTMNEn4UW1iw-txeTa52hxYtcW8Dr-g8Pb-unJsw6Q4xuT4PMQynJnnsrCI4ZjBVfF2hsyIDpiqvb03qj4UL97ETvcUeN18XMNygXGRPwcWB3MyWHZx87SGPi6WAn-GlYfhL4rFMeaJGqD63x4srFfzJ-ooMbAOKfBQsOPYaNSD2UXQj_v0wtUaeZSHPYaFTx-D1_Ix-YWK9ex-dDUpDkoBVpBGbdXfU8B0TosyiCiIelyuQg66evT-0tVA2TF3tx4UY1cTpB0ZyJ2SiTOAAqKPKkYi0YivmUQArydAg44ZXMsflHz3KETP8xBdGdwvKK2wCbq9qKa5seD0xjTzwZvDjcwMBIV9KKXGKq4FsUgslsI00d6jdiMoJGAZwnjn9TJP2vGsyNu5cdloLIP6CigAhFv7Vg3SBm53MMvo1hOv0-v7VUFEjd1OkJKg&sai=AMfl-YTwJV9eATWUE7ywQfwdyPmoQPvUllW41IYQqtB3gFAe3RNg-v8o3jqw9C1By8Dj7GbmLKRlq8gLHlK7N8mVg_XB9yGoddYQgZmHEwAhFn-CF_cpJ55wnedV9dk9DKuuplewVzeiKkFszH4UW08uIkbHU0EVn_jjyIBZA2OpYoEKCpHsEOJ-GiKjyk8X6sQapp3BPcGhIXvr-YSUxboz3VgUHfrZgarOq3ZXnx2sOOpjXGmauZO3ar34wfnmhWX8ETJAi3d5qhpLykSFcIJxh3bumGK86hbzn8_DdEbsVJ2_-DpI7WNWAlSqDZMARQ09mFQooY2uwPXK-P-SY8vk2rJGBP5xqaJ_&sig=Cg0ArKJSzFLnHxM-wdG_EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/306189;10577452;50126;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&gdpr=0&gdpr_consent=&us_privacy=${US_PRIVACY}&url=44318282
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/live-coverage
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/masterclass?utm_source=et_l1
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/ipo
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/small-biz
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/politics
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/personal-finance
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/mutual-funds
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tech
https://ai.economictimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/jobs
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/opinion
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/nri
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/panache
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/auto
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/banking/finance
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/cons-products
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/energy
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/renewables
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/healthcare/biotech
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/services
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/media/entertainment
javascript:void(0)
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/metals-mining
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/metals-mining/vedantas-anil-agarwal-flags-land-clearances-high-premiums-as-key-hurdles-to-mine-operationalisation/articleshow/(/panache/panache-people-101/anil-agarwal)/profileshow/79678759.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/vedanta-ltd/stocks/companyid-13111.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/land-acquisition
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/mining-premiums
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/mining-premiums
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvzMSlnM6DTpam-3yPndVDtjpzoO-XER073T1hw387wyjM9tOb56702AzrYqq5evhtEoU5XeA36CC4XPUdjKiH3uhvFPhwWbXa3F3EuBt96LoGlBSkzRWRdil_tX3TXnyLY2Xn8Q0ddSAm3AsjnlnqrBs-APN3Yi8xgXknGqPksmtKtrEzLLoGQdBp7wmaUDOJvWy3SAc8c6_w3aWoODGFe0apN0aYYNCMDJ7NvmbGYZyWVn0r4chAxH1l_ecceyctXyDFGyldECiAd5M9wOm1BRbnGb-amP1Zpq8DqDK3Y0jRYdWVhtXECP6PGJ66PiaprUgJ61v03boiTKZmfcWAdGiBFtMzqsLn9e-wxjoOD7fg56rV0viFSJT6sNiclaAa8TXYrruojL_Zv_wx58Se8eZdtXaO8G4JXUpVtSSX1eZlqerK1BQvx5qeCsSYr8nHRb5CeqsPuOB984RH0eHQpFxgrNqOzGeuGWg&sai=AMfl-YRKUZB9AOZtWucoxzLUs30oLtxnj-EtIdJVkm_3X3w1uOfUZO_dx29M8zCIiulSck6wA0qBIZfaQf43nIWNnVgpcwdPxu0ndDdCMgkTV6Ng0nI_bWk3xkHGPnMSsh5XZnd0K_v0uujqUQmJC29RGAKZWxsliDNxqb5jyFrMDm_VmD6aOTxws0Wkoc54YkNQx0EBrZPmMBLtPNNETNcp_mElCki-14VzoXlPYsI0Gn5rSb-QKAK3rKOvBCUaq7Fxq3nHZSGQPakIyDB4DcHupQWzYonLZj2J5X_AoBcCcAOVC9akV7sbdo__Z9DQX43HDBuwmxth-fSB2X2viq6zY0QMI9Rjhr-q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPU7qwxV6A6UEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/306189;10653193;50126;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&gdpr=0&gdpr_consent=&us_privacy=${US_PRIVACY}&url=44511309
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvzMSlnM6DTpam-3yPndVDtjpzoO-XER073T1hw387wyjM9tOb56702AzrYqq5evhtEoU5XeA36CC4XPUdjKiH3uhvFPhwWbXa3F3EuBt96LoGlBSkzRWRdil_tX3TXnyLY2Xn8Q0ddSAm3AsjnlnqrBs-APN3Yi8xgXknGqPksmtKtrEzLLoGQdBp7wmaUDOJvWy3SAc8c6_w3aWoODGFe0apN0aYYNCMDJ7NvmbGYZyWVn0r4chAxH1l_ecceyctXyDFGyldECiAd5M9wOm1BRbnGb-amP1Zpq8DqDK3Y0jRYdWVhtXECP6PGJ66PiaprUgJ61v03boiTKZmfcWAdGiBFtMzqsLn9e-wxjoOD7fg56rV0viFSJT6sNiclaAa8TXYrruojL_Zv_wx58Se8eZdtXaO8G4JXUpVtSSX1eZlqerK1BQvx5qeCsSYr8nHRb5CeqsPuOB984RH0eHQpFxgrNqOzGeuGWg&sai=AMfl-YRKUZB9AOZtWucoxzLUs30oLtxnj-EtIdJVkm_3X3w1uOfUZO_dx29M8zCIiulSck6wA0qBIZfaQf43nIWNnVgpcwdPxu0ndDdCMgkTV6Ng0nI_bWk3xkHGPnMSsh5XZnd0K_v0uujqUQmJC29RGAKZWxsliDNxqb5jyFrMDm_VmD6aOTxws0Wkoc54YkNQx0EBrZPmMBLtPNNETNcp_mElCki-14VzoXlPYsI0Gn5rSb-QKAK3rKOvBCUaq7Fxq3nHZSGQPakIyDB4DcHupQWzYonLZj2J5X_AoBcCcAOVC9akV7sbdo__Z9DQX43HDBuwmxth-fSB2X2viq6zY0QMI9Rjhr-q&sig=Cg0ArKJSzPU7qwxV6A6UEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/306189;10653193;50126;211;0/?ft_width=1&ft_height=1&gdpr=0&gdpr_consent=&us_privacy=${US_PRIVACY}&url=44511309
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indian-railway-finance-corporation-ltd/stocks/companyid-12523.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/suzlon-energy-ltd/stocks/companyid-1209.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/suzlon-energy-ltd/stocks/companyid-1209.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indian-renewable-energy-development-agency-ltd/stocks/companyid-4517.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tata-motors-passenger-vehicles-ltd/stocks/companyid-12934.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tata-motors-passenger-vehicles-ltd/stocks/companyid-12934.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/yes-bank-ltd/stocks/companyid-16552.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/yes-bank-ltd/stocks/companyid-16552.cms
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb6dOI1EKyZPPqpH7I0y
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb6dOI1EKyZPPqpH7I0y
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb6dOI1EKyZPPqpH7I0y
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Vb6dOI1EKyZPPqpH7I0y
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/metals-mining/vedantas-anil-agarwal-flags-land-clearances-high-premiums-as-key-hurdles-to-mine-operationalisation/printarticle/129697523.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/metals-mining/vedantas-anil-agarwal-flags-land-clearances-high-premiums-as-key-hurdles-to-mine-operationalisation/printarticle/129697523.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/indl-goods/svs/metals-mining/vedantas-anil-agarwal-flags-land-clearances-high-premiums-as-key-hurdles-to-mine-operationalisation/printarticle/129697523.cms
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=economictimes
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=economictimes
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-the-economic-times,city-delhi.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/watchlist?source=homepage&medium=header&campaign=watchlist
javascript://
javascript:objUser.login()
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/indices/nifty-50
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/indices/nifty-50
https://www.motilaloswalmf.com/mutual-funds/motilal-oswal-midcap-fund?utm_campaign=midcap&utm_source=et&utm_medium=invest_now_cta&utm_creative=cpc&utm_device=paid


He added that around half of India’s $400 billion import bill is driven by

dependence on imported natural resources, leading to significant job creation

outside the country.

Stressing the strategic importance of energy and mineral security, Agarwal

recommended a faster and more efficient post-auction execution process. His

key suggestions include a technology-enabled direct payment system for land

acquisition, streamlined approvals through self-certification and trust-based

regulation, and capping mining premiums at 60% to ensure commercial

viability.

Agarwal said India has the potential to emerge as a global hub for minerals,

metals and hydrocarbons, positioning the sector as a major driver of

employment, including for women.
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