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Discovered more than 40 years ago and held undeveloped in the asset 
portfolios of various mining companies, it was acquired from Anglo 
American by the Vedanta group in 2011. Its development is well timed 
to feed into a global supply-demand gap and as part of Vedanta’s 
commitment to the development of the region.

Gamsberg will exploit 
one of the largest, 
known, undeveloped zinc 
ore bodies in the world. 

Gamsberg has a large reserve and resource of 214Mt, with an average grade of between  
6 and 6.5%, and an estimated life of mine (LOM) of 30 years. 

In Phase 1, which has a LOM of 13 years, 4Mtpa of ore will be produced from 
Gamsberg’s open pit and 250,000tpa of zinc-in-concentrate from its concentrator plant. 

First production is expected by mid-2018, with full production reached in nine to 
12 months. 

ABOUT VEDANTA ZINC 
INTERNATIONAL 
Vedanta Zinc International (VZI) – 
headquartered in Johannesburg, South 
Africa – is a grouping of zinc assets 
located in South Africa, Namibia and 
Ireland, owned by India-based Vedanta 
Limited, a listed subsidiary of Vedanta 
Resources plc.

Operations include:

•  Black Mountain Mining (BMM) and 
the associated fl agship Gamsberg 
Project in South Africa’s Northern 
Cape province;

•  Skorpion Zinc Mine and refi nery in 
the Karas region of Namibia.

Mining and milling at the Lisheen Mine 
in Ireland was concluded in December 
2015 after 17 years of operation 
and the mine is currently in an active 
closure mode.

VZI’s vision is to create an integrated 
world-class regional zinc complex 
comprising the BMM (including 
Gamsberg) and the Skorpion Zinc 
mining and refi ning operations.

CONTACT US
Vedanta Zinc International
+27 11 685 3973

www.vedanta-zincinternational.com
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BIODIVERSITY
Gamsberg is located in the ecologically sensitive Succulent Karoo Biome, 
which is one of the world’s 35 “biodiversity hotspots”. The region 

contains more than 400 unique succulent plant species – the largest number in the 
world for a region of its size. Within the Gamsberg ecosystem, there are approximately 
397 plant species, 16 of which are recognised as endemic.

To balance the socio-economic benefi ts of developing the Gamsberg project with 
the need to preserve the unique biodiversity of this arid zone, Zinc International has 
developed – in compliance with the Vedanta Sustainable Development Framework and 
with expert external inputs – a clearly defi ned biodiversity action plan.

Zinc International has partnered with a global organisation, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), 
in compliance with the zero offset agreement. This involves regular, independent review of progress by the IUCN and 
it adding value where and as required. 

KEY 
ACTIONS 
TO DATE INCLUDE:

Redesign of the open pit to 
reduce its size, effectively 
sterilising 10Mt of ore

Redesign and relocation of the 
concentrator plant, the waste rock 
dump and tailings dam

Relocation of access roads

Fencing to create ‘no-go zones’ 
for human/vehicle traffi c 
and implementation of a 
disciplinary code

 Harvesting of more than 
77,000 plants, stored at Gamsberg’s 
own nursery for future relocation, 
with donations made both to the 
South African Biodiversity Institute 
and the Karoo Desert National 
Botanical Garden

Collection of 
more than 
300,000 seeds 
for storage in the 
Gamsberg nursery’s 
seedbank for future 
germination

And importantly, the start of 
implementation of a biodiversity offset 
agreement with the Northern Cape 
Department of Environment and Nature 
Conservation, involving the purchase, 
and management for a period of 
10 years by Zinc International of 
12,500 hectares of substantially intact 
land to offset the impact of land 
disturbed by Gamsberg’s development

GAMSBERG: 
Gamsberg is the fl agship project of Vedanta Zinc International’s Black 
Mountain Mining located near Aggeneys in South Africa’s Northern 
Cape province.
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